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Students sit in to back PCs

Thais Emrich Henriques ’17, a former PC, came back to campus to protest the changes.

Vol. CXLV, No. 20
EMILY BIRNBAUM | NEWS EDITOR

Students arranged a sit-in to support the Peer Counselors
(PCs) this week. Every day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., students alternated between sitting in the atrium of Peirce Dining Hall and
in front of Ransom Hall to protest recent proposed changes that
would cause the PCs to lose their confidentiality, their 24/7 hotline and their ability to run small mental health groups starting
next semester.
While the sit-ins are intended to “make the issue visible, make
the issue consistently heard, clear up any doubts [and] show support for our PCs,” they are also an act of solidarity for students
struggling with mental illness, student organizer Isa Bird-Muñoz
’18 said.
“The sit-in is complementary to the initiatives that the PC officers have been doing themselves,” Bird-Muñoz said. “The PC
group has been talking with the administration for a couple
months now. It was a last-resort decision to make this information public and hopefully get the students to care about the issue.”
The sit-in organizers asked students to contribute audio recordings explaining what the PCs mean to them. Right now, the
audio recording is about 15 minutes long and plays on repeat out
from a wireless speaker next to the sit-in.
Hashtags associated with the protests include #SavethePCs
and #NotALiability. (The latter is a reference to the belief that the
College is changing the PCs because students with mental illness
are a liability.)
The protests will continue from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in front of
Ransom Hall until Friday, April 6.

ERYN POWELL

Lydia White ’19 remembered for her introspection

NIKKI ANDERSON

BILL GARDNER
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Eva Buchanan-Cates ’19 remembers putting together a gingerbread
house with her roommate Lydia White
’19. She said they were like two halves
of the same brain. White designed the
house and Buchanan-Cates executed
the fine details. What they created in
the end was a work of art — a gingerbread house with swirls of frosting on
the roof, chocolate and gumdrops lining the walls, and a heart fixed above
the doorway.
For Buchanan-Cates, this moment
defines her relationship with White.
“In the sense that I was always paying attention to small details, and she
was able to view things very holistically,” Buchanan-Cates wrote in a
message to the Collegian. “The gingerbread house really represented what
we were good at, and what amazing
things could result from working together.”
White died last Thursday due to
injuries she sustained while studying
abroad in India. She will be remembered among her friends as an introspective person who cared truly and
deeply about the world around her.
Buchanan-Cates, who met White
during her first year at Kenyon, called
her “sage Lydia” because of how often
she would engage in deep conversation topics with her and her friends.
She also recalled how much White
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COURTESY OF EVA BUCHANAN-CATES

cared about children.
“She loved the kindergarten library
class, because it combined two of her
favorite things: reading and kids,” Buchanan-Cates wrote. “She would love
to read to kids and form bonds with
them.”
Buchanan-Cates said that White
was often sentimental. She used to
play a game with White where they
would both say what one possession
they would take with them if there
were a fire in Caples. Buchanan-Cates
said she would take her glasses, while
White said she would take her teddy
bear.
“It kind of showed how logistical I
was compared to her sentimentality,”
Buchanan-Cates said.
Alison Georgescu ’19 remembers
White in a similar way. She met her
during the Writing and Thinking
Pre-Orientation her first year and
said that they were friends page 2
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College hosts 20 small groups Sendoff artists announced
EMILY BIRNBAUM
NEWS EDITOR

Approximately 240 students, administrators and faculty members
participated in small-group discussions about diversity and freedom of
expression on April 3.
These conversations were a recommendation made by the group convened in the aftermath of this semester’s Good Samaritan controversy.
This semester, Playwright-in-Residence and Professor of Drama Wendy
MacLeod released then promptly canceled, her play The Good Samaritan in
light of overwhelming criticism that
the play’s representation of a Guatemalan character was racist.
President Sean Decatur convened
the Community Planning Group, a
group of students and faculty members tasked with creating an action
plan after the polarizing event.
The Community Planning Group
recommended that the College facilitate conversations between people on
campus who typically do not interact
with each other.
“Earlier in March, academic department and program heads were

asked to nominate pairs of faculty
and two students to participate in
the conversations,” Associate Provost
for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Ted
Mason said. “The same was done in
staff offices.”
The Planning Group also sent out a
Google form for individual students,
staff and faculty to indicate interest
in participating.
“Once the names were compiled,
a subcommittee of the Community
Planning Committee got together to
form the conversations groups of no
more than 15 members,” Mason said.
“The general goal was to form
roughly seminar-sized groups of students, staff and faculty in which each
single member would know a few of
the participants, but likely not all of
the participants.”
Each group appointed a leader and
scribe. The scribe took notes on the
conversation, which they sent to the
Community Planning Group.
The group will distribute a document listing the main takeaways from
the conversations within the next few
weeks, Mason said.
Participants were asked not to disclose details about the conversations.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

Whitney, a seven-member indie
rock band, will headline Summer
Sendoff this year, Social Board announced on March 29. Seeb, a Norwegian EDM trio, will serve as the opening act on April 27.
Whitney is a change of pace from
the Sendoff headliners of past years,
who were mostly rappers. Social
Board declined to comment on how
much Whitney will be paid for their
performance, citing a contractual obligation. Last year, the Budget and Finance Committee allocated $84,000
to Social Board to cover their contributions to Sendoff.
The Chicago-based band was created in 2015 and released their first
single “No Matter Where We Go” in
June of that year. A year later, they
produced “Light Upon A Lake,” their
first and only album to date. Paul
Lester, a contributor to the Guardian,
described the up-and-coming music
group as “think Bon Iver, with elements of folk and country, only given
a Chicago soul makeover,” in Feb. of
2010.
Seeb formed in 2015.The trio is
most famous for their electronic remixes of popular songs, such as Mike
Posner’s smash-hit “I Took a Pill in
Ibiza.” The trio is comprised of origi-

nal members Simen Eriksrud and Espen Berg, as well as Niklas Strandbraten, who joined the group in 2016.
The group is also scheduled to release
their new single “Nice to Meet You”
on April 20, meaning that Kenyon
students will be among the first to
witness a live performance of their
new song.
Whitney represents a change in
musical genre from the musical artists selected for past Sendoffs.
Last April, rapper Earl Sweatshirt
was selected as the featured artist for
Sendoff in 2017 before backing out
a day before his scheduled performance, citing illness. In 2016, Chiddy
Bang, a hip hop artist, performed. He
was preceded in 2015 by rappers Danny Brown and Logic.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman confirmed in an email to the
Collegian that Sendoff will be moved
over slightly this year and will be held
primarily on the southern portion of
the lawn, close to Ascension Hall.
Sendoff has typically been held on
the lawn between Peirce and Rosse
Halls, with the stage being set up on
the northern portion of the lawn facing Rosse.
With the in-progress temporary
study spaces occupying that northern portion, some students expressed
concern about where Sendoff would
be held instead.

College mourns Lydia White
Continued from Page 1

ever since. Georgescu described how she
would always be right about the weirdest
things.
“She would take these insane hypotheses
and just find a way to be right about them that
no one else could think of,” Georgescu said.
She recalled how White used to insist that Pinterest, a popular blogging site, was actually
“Pin-interest.”
“She wasn’t really wrong,” Georgescu said.
Marne Ausec, director for the Center for
Global Engagement, said that her heart goes
out to White’s family and friends.
“As you would understand, the loss of any
Kenyon student hits the community very, very
hard. When it’s a student on [Off-Campus

Study], we do consider those students our students,” Ausec said. “At this time, quite honestly,
we’re more concerned for how her family and
friends are doing.” Ausec said White was in India for the International Honors Program with
the School for International Training. She was a
political science major.
Buchanan-Cates wrote in a message that she
became particularly close with White after they
decided to be roommates. She described how
they wanted to practice what it would be like to
be in a room together. So they spent hours talking to each other, just to see how it would work
out. Buchanan-Cates said she never knew how
perfect it would be.
“I think that words really can’t describe
how kind-hearted Lydia was,” Buchanan-Cates
wrote. “I really wish these memories could do
her justice.”

CORRECTIONS
In last week’s article “Men’s and women’s rugby reinstated,” Maya Waldstreicher was incorrectly
listed as a member of the class of 2019. She is a member of the class of 2020. The Collegian regrets
this error.
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Village Council New study spaces go up on South Quad
assesses financ- Modular units will house services currently offered by the library.
es of fire station
RONAN ELLIOTT
STAFF WRITER

EVEY WEISBLAT
STAFF WRITER

The Village of Gambier Council held their
monthly meeting last Monday at the Gambier
Community Center. An extensive conversation took place regarding the Gambier fire
station when Robert A. Oden, Jr. Professor
of Biology Joan Slonczewski questioned the
Council on the proposed allocation of Village
funds to the College Township Fire Department.
The College Township Fire Department
operates two stations in Knox County, which
provide emergency medical and fire protection services to the Village of Gambier, Kenyon College, College Township and Monroe
Township. In Gambier, property taxes from
the Village pay for the fire station.
There has been an ongoing question as to
whether the station’s current funding will
be enough to sustain it in future years, especially with the rapid increases in the expense
of special technological equipment. According to the Council, the Gambier branch has
made several inquiries for increased funding
from the Village of about $50,000 yearly, but
no formal request has been made.
Because they have yet to receive something
on paper, the Council has been reluctant to
act on this query. “We need a specific request,”
Council President Betsy Heer said. “Our
hands are tied. It’s the township’s fire department.” Mayor of Gambier Kachen Kimmell
agreed, saying that the Council lacked even
“the very basics, [like] the budget.”
In addition, many people feel that further
contributions from the Village would mean
effectively paying double for residents, whose
property taxes already go to maintaining the
station. Heer noted that, while “Kenyon has
the bulk of property, they don’t pay [property] taxes.”
The Council agreed that the College’s role
in supplying volunteers is vital to the station’s continued well-being. “The department
couldn’t run without the students. I mean,
there’s just no question,” Kimmell said. Council member Liz Foreman concurred. “[Members of the department] are very pleased with
the involvement of Kenyon students,” she
said. “They’re incredibly talented and dedicated.”
If the Council does receive a formal request for Village founding, proceedings will
be shaped by the council’s decisions on the
amount of coverage and what those contributions should go to.
“If we give 50,000 to the fire department,
there has to be some control of the money by
the council,” Kimmell said. Until then, “nothing can be done.”
The Council also tackled traffic complications that have resulted from the overhaul of
Farr Hall and the temporary conversion of
Gaskin Avenue into a one-way street. Village
Administrator Suzanne Hopkins said that
the night deputy at Farr Hall recommended
a four-way stop be put in place on the intersection of Gatskin Avenue and E Brooklyn
Street to prevent people from turning on
south bound traffic. In response, the Council
suspended the rules and passed an emergency
ordinance that would enact this proposal.

The College erected three temporary
structures on the lawn between Olin and
Chalmers Memorial Library and Peirce
Dining Hall in preparation for the demolition of the library. These modular units,
which will be open by September, will
serve as temporary offices and study spaces while the new library is built. This move
is part of an effort to relocate the library’s
operations — such as storing books, hosting lectures and providing places for students to work — to other areas of campus
until the building reopens in summer
2020.
A total of five temporary buildings will
go up, four of which are meant to replace
the services the library offers to students.
Three are located on South Quad while
the fourth will be between Norton and
Watson Residence Halls. While the building between Norton and Watson is intended only as a study space and measures
2,880 square feet, the buildings in front of
Peirce are much larger — the central one
measuring 5,760 square feet — and will
contain a variety of features present in the
library, such as offices, classrooms, computer banks and a reference desk.
“It’s trying to recreate what’s on the
main floor [of the library] right now,”
Amy Badertscher, vice president of library
and information services, said. “Not everything, but a lot of it.” Badertscher said
the school is trying to recreate the library’s

SHANE CANFIELD

The trailers will offer quiet spaces as well as areas where noise is permissible.

balance of quiet spaces and areas where
noise is permissible, so that both solitary
students and study groups will find places to work. While the hours for the new
buildings are not finalized, Badertscher
suspects their schedule will mimic that of
the current library, opening between 6 to 8
a.m., and closing at 2 a.m. Under the current plan, all four buildings will be regulated by K-card access.
The books from the library will not be
stored in any of these four buildings but
instead will be moved to a fifth building
that is under construction near the Kenyon Athletic Center. This building will not
be generally accessible to students; while
students will still be able to request books
through the reference desk, it will no longer be possible to browse the collection

ON THE RECORD

until the new library is open to the public. This temporary storage building is expected to be finished by mid-June, and the
moving and organizing of books, a fiveweek-long process, will begin in early July.
While the College is making an effort
to accommodate students through the
construction of new study spaces, it also
is preparing to renovate existing buildings
on campus. Gund Commons will be rearranged to make the space more conducive
to classwork, as will the second and third
floors of Ascension Hall. Once construction on Farr Hall is complete, two of the
new buildings will be used as additional
workspaces until the new library opens, at
which point they will be rented out to local businesses to expand the retail options
at Kenyon.

JAMES BRADNER

PRESIDENT OF NOVARTIS INSTITUTES FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH

KEVIN CRAWFORD
ARTS EDITOR

James Bradner, M.D., is President of Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research,
one of the world’s largest pharmaceutical
research organizations. He developed the
JQ1 molecule, which inhibits proteins associated with certain cancers. Then, he decided
to share the molecule freely with researchers
all over the world and included a guide on
how to synthesize and use it. Throughout his
career, he has advocated for open-source science, which promotes free dissemination of
scientific data, methodology and literature.
You are a major proponent of opensource science. Can you explain what
open-source science looks like and how
you think it will change the biomedical
world?
I have tried to exemplify the principles
of open source, but applied to the typically
very private world of therapeutic science
[and] drug discovery. In training as a cancer doctor, it occurred to me that a potential roadblock between innovation and the
patient is extraordinary secrecy. Working
at a cancer laboratory, I had a great opportunity to apply principles of open source to
drug discovery. Like with any experiment,
we implemented a design principle — we
would download the best practices of the
software industry and adapt them to biomedical research.

The cost of medical treatment is increasingly becoming a prohibitive factor
for many patients in the United States.
Will open-source science affect healthcare costs?
There is no question that the rate of
healthcare expenditure in the United
States — if not worldwide — is rising at
an unsustainable clip. Drug costs are an
important contributor to that, but there
are many inefficiencies in the administration of healthcare, even beyond medicines,
which are, I have learned, a minority contributor to costs. Open source can, in the
fullness of time, improve the efficiency
of healthcare delivery, and perhaps even
bring down drug prices. An unexpected
learning of our experience with the JQ1
molecule was how quickly pharmaceutical and biotech companies would jump on
this idea [of open source].
Since sharing JQ1 and moving into industry research, what advances have you
made in your research that excite you?
Last year, we had the very first approval
for a brand new type of medicine, called the
CAR T-cell, for children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. This medicine is very
creative: It’s a T-cell isolated from the patient into which a new gene is inserted that
turns that T-cell against the patient’s cancer. This is a living medicine that is infused,
alive, back into the patient’s vein, where it
multiplies logarithmically, attacking can-

Courtesy of Alexandra Bradner

cer as it goes. Though I didn’t remotely
contribute to inventing this medicine, it
was a real privilege to bring the medicine
forward for these patients first, and, behind
it, to build a platform for new, disruptive
therapeutic technologies for other types of
B-cell cancers and, in the fullness of time,
solid tumors, as well.
The experience of delivering CAR Tcell therapy to patients was an early, powerful experience in my time in pharma. I
spend most of my time at Novartis dreaming up the next great therapeutic technology, [but] I also lead a research effort to invent a new type of drug that does not just
bind its protein target — but that binds
and destroys its protein target. We call this
targeted protein degradation. This thread
of science is new, but now, just two years
in, we have degraded or destroyed 50 very
compelling new therapeutic targets.
This interview has been edited for length
and clarity.
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Sociology
comps changing next year
CAMERON MESSINIDES
DIGITAL MANAGER

The sociology department will ask majors to complete research projects and give
public presentations for their senior exercises next year. For the past few years,
the sociology senior exercise has been an
oral examination. To mark the change, the
department is also changing the name of
the exercise from the “Senior Sociology
Comps” to the “Senior Sociology Capstone,” according to Associate Professor
of Sociology and Asian Studies Anna Sun,
chair of the sociology department.
“We want to find a way to give our seniors the most intellectually rewarding
experience, something that they can take

“

The question
format was not
really reflective of the
work we’ve been doing
in classes.
Justin Buss ’18

into their careers after college,” Sun told
the Collegian in an email. “It should be a
crowning achievement.”
The change is consistent with a recent
recommendation made by the Curricular
Policy Committee (CPC). On Nov. 16, the
Collegian reported that the CPC planned
to propose that the “Senior Exercise” be
renamed to the “Senior Capstone” across
all departments at a Dec. 4 faculty meeting.
The Senior Sociology Capstone will
consist of an independent research project, followed by a public presentation and
a Q&A session with faculty. These changes, Sun hopes, will create a “a genuinely
fulfilling senior experience,” addressing a
concern that the oral examination format
did not leave much room for individualized focus. Justin Buss ’18, a sociology major, felt the oral exam did not represent the
four years of sociology courses that preceded it.
“The question format was not really ref lective of the work we’ve been doing in
classes,” Buss said.
Hudson Farr ’19, also a sociology major, is looking forward to the new capstone
format. “I like the focus on a research project,” Farr said. “The questions to the oral
exam, you can individualize them some,
but they’re meant to be broad. … I’m excited to explore a research project that’s
really interesting to me.”
Farr anticipates more changes to the senior exercise as the department launches
the new format, as does Sun. “We may still
be making changes in the next few years,
listening to our students and making adjustments along the way, in order for the
Sociology Capstone to be the kind of program that our students will be remembering years from now with gratification and,
hopefully, pride,” Sun wrote.

Speak Out Week tackles class differences
The DAs focused on the experiences of low-income students.
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS ASSISTANT

“Kenyon is the eighth least socioeconomically diverse elite college in the country, according to a New York Times article,”
Jenna Rochelle ’18 said during her presentation on March 29. This presentation was
part of Speak Out Week, a series of events
put on by the Diversity Advisors (DAs) to
raise awareness about a specific topic or issue of diversity. This year, the theme was
“Class and Community: A Deeper Understanding.”
“We wanted to focus on socioeconomic
status specifically because it is an issue that’s
not really talked about on this campus,” DA
Nasra Farah ’18 said.
The first event of Speak Out Week was a
community panel. Each panelist discussed
what class meant to them and how to talk
about it on campus. The panel consisted of
Rochelle, Administrative Assistant in the
Office for Community Partnerships Alyssa
Lawrence ’10 and Professor of Sociology and
Legal Studies Ric Sheffield.
For the second event, Rochelle presented
her seniors honors project in anthropology about low-income Kenyon students and
their experiences at college, specifically their
relationship with food. “I started this project
the first semester of my freshman year because I felt like I was a complete outsider on
campus,” she said.
Rochelle also put booklets about her
project in the Peirce Dining Hall atrium.
“Although the quotes are presented anonymously within this book, it is crucial to re-

ARMIYA SHAIKH

The first event of the week was a community panel about class at Kenyon.

member the identity of these students,” she
wrote in her booklet. “They could be your
lab partner, your teammate, your roommate, a close friend, someone you awkwardly smile at on Middle Path.”
Rochelle hopes students who listened to
her presentation and read the booklet will be
more careful about how they act. “We have
control over how we interact with people,
how we talk about ourselves, and what kind
of activities we do,” she said. “I think the big
thing I am hoping is that students are more
reflective about where they come from and
how they talk about where they come from.”
Later that day, Sit with a Stranger took
place in Peirce. The DAs encouraged students to sit somewhere new and talk to different people. “Our goal for this exercise is
to bring our community closer together and
to get people to go outside of their comfort
zones to learn more about each other,” the
DAs wrote in an email to the student body.
The final event was Story Time with Peg

ON THE RECORD

Tazewell ’03, who is Executive Director of
Knox County Head Start, a program that
works in partnership with the community
to provide quality preschool, child care and
family services. She talked about her background of being in a low-income family and
how that experience has shaped who she is
today.
“I loved it,” Brittany Beckley ’20, who attended Tazewell’s Storytime, said. “[Storytimes are] usually about their personal lives
and what we can learn from that but she
also talked about resources around us in the
community.”
The DAs wanted to include a member
from the community to go along with this
year’s theme. “The reason why we did that
this year was because we know that class is
not talked about on our campus, but also
people’s perception of class on this campus
versus our greater community are very different,” Farah said. “It was a great way to end
it.”

KATE FAGAN

COLUMNIST, FEATURE WRITER AND AUTHOR

SOPHIE ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

Kate Fagan is a columnist and feature
writer for espnW, ESPN.com and ESPN
The Magazine. In May 2015, Fagan published a feature on Madison (Maddy)
Holleran, the University of Pennsylvania
track and field athlete who died by suicide during her freshman year. Fagan expanded on that story to write a book on
Holleran, titled What Made Maddy Run,
which came out in August 2017.
Tell me about Maddy Holleran and
her story.
Maddy Holleran was a young woman
who grew up in New Jersey. She was an
all-state soccer player and an all-state
runner and she decided to go to the University of Pennsylvania to run track and
field. Something about that transition
from high school to college along with
pressures from the academic, athletic,
as well as social, combined with just a
genetic predisposition for depression,
it kind of all coalesced in her freshman
year of college. She died by suicide in the
second semester of her freshman year.
I came to the story because I had
lived in Philly for three years and I had
played college sports and my sister had
run track and field for Dartmouth, another Ivy, so I had a lot of connections to

the story. I thought that in some ways I
could understand as much as you can –
not what happened to Maddy – but the
environment in which she grew up and
elements of the college athletic experience.
Could you talk about the challenges
that college students and college athletes in particular face today and how
it is affecting their mental health?
I think some of them are social media
and technology related. Studies do show
an increase in anxiety the more we’re engaged with our phones. There’s also just
the shock of any sort of struggle when
you come to college because the messaging of college is often that it’s going to be
awesome. Then when it’s not what you
thought it was going to look like that can
be difficult. If you add on college sports,
I don’t think there is any way to prepare
you for the physical and emotional demands of a sport at a college level in all
divisions. I think if you combine all of
those it can be a transition that is really
really tough for a lot of people.
Do you have a message that you
hope people will take away from your
book and your talk?
I think the message of Maddy’s story,
more than anything, is the more we’re
open to understanding how certain

Courtesy of Kelly Bryan

changes in our culture are leading to different functions of the brain and leading to different understandings of experiences at the college level. I think the
more we talk about that stuff openly the
less alone a lot of people feel. I know for
Maddy, you can look at her communications, and she certainly thought something was wrong with her and she didn’t
want to seek the community whether it
be help at the counseling center or chapters of mental health groups that exist on
a lot of college campuses. So, the larger
message would be that building community in that regard is really a helpful place to get people through some of
those really dark times.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
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Early Hispanic culture group brings medieval history to life
Associate Professor of Spanish Daniel Hartnett’s group engages students with artifacts.
DANTE KANTER
STAFF WRITER
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Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First-Year Class Total:

26

24

28
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Answer

Carolyn Ten Eyck ’18

Abby Kastenberg ’19

Nyota Mbuyu ’20

Allegra Fass ’21

When is the Gambier Deli
expected to re-open?

August

August

January

April

September

What departmental organization
might have their confidentiality
status changed?

The Peer Counselors
(PCs)

Peer Counselors

Peer Counselors

The PCs

The PCs

When is the next Thumbs Up
admssions day?

Sunday, April 8 to
Monday, April 9

Next Monday

April 8th to 9th

The 20th

April 8th and 9th

Which state just approved a Nestle
permit to draw 400 gallons of water per
minute?

Michigan

Maine

California

Michigan

Michigan
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3

2

2

3
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New burger joint adds casual locale to Mount Vernon square

The restaurant opened last month in the spot where Athens Greek Restaurant once stood.
DAN NOLAN
ARTS EDITOR

A massive collage of 1950s
cultural icons like Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry and Marilyn Monroe covers the wall
where Athens Greek Restaurant once hung framed pictures. The black booths are
now shiny, aquamarine and
orange.
This new restaurant’s 1950s
diner aesthetic and employees’ matching uniforms aren’t
too different from those seen
in the Nickelodeon film Good
Burger.
The Joint, which opened
Monday, March 26, provides
the best features of fast food
without sacrificing the friendly service of a small diner.
I accompanied Features
Editor Justin Sun ’20, Associate Copy Editor Frances Saux
’18, Features Writer Dante
Kanter ’21 and Sam Brodsky
’21 to downtown Mount Vernon to try out the new restaurant.
The Joint’s menu featured a
lot for the meat-eaters of the

NIKKI ANDERSON

The Joint offers a wide variety of burgers, as well as grilled cheese, and over 20 toppings and sauces.

group, including their signature single, double and triple
“smashed” burgers, cheesesteaks, chicken sandwiches,
hot dogs, corned beef and
pork tenderloin. It only has
one vegetarian entree: grilled
cheese.
I opted for the “smashed”
burger. Served on a pretzel

bun, the burger was cooked
better than any burger I’ve
had at the Village Inn in
Gambier or at the Southside
Diner in Mount Vernon.
In terms of quality and
the fast speed of service, The
Joint is similar to chains like
Five Guys and Shake Shack.
The french fries were the

Craft beer event celebrates art of brewing

highlight of my dinner. The
Joint serves thick, fresh fries
seasoned with cajun pepper
and salt.
Customers have the ability to customize their entrees,
with a choice of more than 20
toppings and sauces. Testing
his limits, Sun ordered every
topping on his chicken sand-

wich, much to the confusion
of the cashier. He ended up
with a strange but satisfying
combination of mushrooms,
peppers, pickles and mayonnaise. “I think they knew that
that wouldn’t be a good idea,
so they just gave me a good
combination of toppings,” he
said.
Any review of The Joint
would be incomplete without
a mention of the ice cream.
They serve Velvet Ice Cream,
made in nearby Utica, Ohio
and served in the Kenyon
Bookstore. Unlike the bookstore, The Joint offers milkshakes, sundaes and specials
such as The Kitchen Sink,
which features six scoops of
ice cream, a cookie, cookie
dough, brownie chunks and
a choice of other toppings. I
had a chocolate milkshake,
which was a little runny but
benefited from the Velvet Ice
Cream.
Although it lacks the diverse menu of a traditional
diner, The Joint’s fast and
friendly service makes it perfect for a quick meal.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The
Gambier House
Bed and Breakfast

MATT GARRETT

Students were able to sample and learn about beer in Peirce Pub last Friday.
JACK CHESTON | STAFF WRITER

On Friday, March 30, the Mount Vernon Brew Club hosted a free “Intro to Craft Beer” event, sponsored by the club and the Office of Student
Engagement, in Peirce Pub for students over 21 years old. Students and
community members tried five different styles of beer. Club members
gave a brief history of contemporary brewing, instructed on key vocabulary and held a tasting.
The Mount Vernon Brew Club promotes homebrewing in Knox County and surrounding areas and meets at varying locations in Mount Vernon on the second Wednesday of every month, according to their website.
The club inclues member of the Knox County community and Kenyon
staff who are passionate about homebrewing and craft beer. They aim to
“wow, dazzle and inspire all in attendance with amazing hand-crafted
brews, wines and spirits.”

gambierhouse.com
740.427.2668
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Motown’s multi-genre repertoire prompts a change of name
The 12-year-old music group feels it does not accurately represent the “Motown sound.”
EMILY BIRNBAUM
NEWS EDITOR

The group formerly known
as Motown recently decided
to change its name, after
ref lecting on the AfricanAmerican roots of the
band’s namesake. Its leaders
no longer feel it is right
to identify as a “Motown”
group, considering the band
is comprised of 10 white
students.
They hardly ever play songs
from Motown Records, bassist
and vocalist Harry Justus ’18
said. Motown Records is an
African-American-owned
SHANE CANFIELD
company based in Detroit,
Motown performs songs from a wide variety of genres, including classic rock, soul, funk and Motown.
founded in 1959. While some
of the country’s most iconic Motown plays songs that like, as the group we are right “appropriation”
and
black musicians produced and are better described as more now, we couldn’t represent “appreciation.” While they
performed
general
the Motown genre as it should feel that an all-white band
We still want
the
“crowdbe, as all-white students and calling itself Motown is
“Motown
pleasers,
with little knowledge about appropriative,
they
look
to be able
sound” — to share that joy with
songs
deep-rooted Motown music,” forward to entering an era of
Smokey
everybody
Bonello said.
appreciating music by artists
people but we want to
Robinson,
loves,
They had two options: They with a variety of backgrounds.
be able to do it in such
the
oldies,”
could choose to double down
“We still want to honor
a way where it doesn’t
Supremes
vocalist
on their “Motown” identity, that music, potentially play
and Stevie feel like we’re taking
Annie
or they could rebrand as a some of it,” Justus said. “We
Wonder
Bonello
’18
group that “plays songs that still want to be able to share
something away from it.
are among
said.
get people hype” from all that joy with people but we
the
most
“The
genres, according to Justus. want to be able to do it in such
Harry Justus ’18
prominent
reason
we They chose the latter.
a way where it doesn’t feel like
figures
decided
Bonello
and
Justus we’re taking something away
associated
with
Motown not to just dive deeper into are
working
through from it.”
Records — the Kenyon band Motown is because we felt the
difference
between
Motown was formed 12

“

years ago, so Justus and
Bonello are unsure what the
group’s mission was when it
was founded. Even in 2010,
however, it seems the group
was not entirely focused
on playing songs originally
recorded by Motown Records:
It played “at many all-campus
parties” and strove “to provide
the campus with upbeat
and danceable live music,”
according to a Nov. 13, 2010
article in the Collegian. There
have been members of color
in the past, but it seems the
band’s name has typically
been misleading.
Bonello hopes the name
change will open up a space on
campus for an actual Motown
group to form. “Hopefully,
people will see that there’s a
void of this representation of
music, join together and want
to play real Motown music
and represent some of that
music history,” Bonello said.
The group’s new name will
likely allude to the fact that
they often play at Kenyon
parties. A few names that
the group members have
nixed include “The VI”
(pronounced “the six”) and
“The Cove.”
The group is planning to
have a show and announce
their new name later this
semester.

Annapurna offers a captivating performance of failed love
Jono Bornstein ’18 and Emma Dunlop ’18 played a conflicted couple, Ulysses and Emma.
JUSTIN SUN
FEATURES EDITOR

From the view of his trailer
home in Colorado, Ulysses likes
to watch mountain climbers give
up halfway up the cliff. He is also
dying of emphysema. This latter
fact does not concern him much
until his ex-wife, Emma, who he
has not spoken to in 20 years,
shows up at his front door.
At the beginning, Sharr
White’s Annapurna is disjointed. Ulysses stares at Emma and
repeats “holy crap.” Then the
lights fade. Over two more short
scenes, Emma brings in her suitcases and sets them down amid a
deluge of old pizza boxes, crumpled paper and plastic cups. The
characters themselves present a
striking contrast. Ulysses, played
by Jono Bornstein ’18, sports a
scraggly beard and an apron —
only an apron. Emma, played by
Emma Dunlop ’18, wears a pastel cardigan and yells at him to
put on some clothes. Directed by
Ez Raider-Roth ’19, the play was
staged at the Hill theater this past
Friday and Saturday.
If the play’s beginning is stunt-

ed, so were its characters’ lives.
Once an alcoholic and professor
of poetry, Ulysses woke up one
morning to discover that Emma
and his five-year-old son, Sam,
were gone. He wrote to them
twice a week but never heard
from them again, and has since
spiraled into a “defiant” destitution. He holds people who own
washer-dryers and his “goody
two shoes” neighbor, Marty McNealy, in contempt.
Now Emma, after leaving her
second husband, has decided to
return.
Annapurna revolves in ever-tightening concentric circles
around its protagonists’ failed
marriage. The short, jumping
scenes eventually stop, Ulysses
puts on some clothes and the
once-couple is forced to confront its situation. Emma heard
of Ulysses’ sickness. So did their
son. As they await his arrival,
they must unpack their painful
history. Ulysses remembers nothing from the night Emma left —
he was blackout drunk — and he
desperately wants to know what
happened.
This underlying tension drives

the entire play. Throughout its
two-hour run time, the former
lovers are constantly looking for
answers to their pain, oftentimes
too guarded to admit how much
they have been hurt. And all the
while, Ulysses’ sickness hangs
over them.
Loss permeates the show. In
one poignant moment, Emma
confesses, “just because you leave
someone doesn’t mean you’re not
in a relationship with them somehow for the rest of your life.”
For this emotion to truly hit
home, the show relies on two excellent performances by its actors.
Bornstein switches easily between
caustic and distraught, candid
and morose, while Dunlop exudes the exhaustion of someone
who has lived a compromised
life. Their chemistry shows in
the play’s tender moments, when
their guarded exteriors melt away
to reveal the love and sorrow underneath. Together, they lead the
audience through laughter and
captivated silence, making the
most of a single trailer home that
grows less disheveled as they sort
through their sadness.
Kenyon’s production of An-

ANNMARIE MORRISON

Emma Dunlop ’18 and Jono Bornstein ’18 in KCDC’s Annapurna.

napurna shines. Its characters
struggle with the failure of their
lives, sharing with the audience
a palpable grief that builds into
the most heartfelt haircut of their
lives.
And on the theme of mountains: Ulysses has only written one poem since his wife left
— an epic named after the first
8,000-meter peak to be successfully climbed, Annapurna. It is

not a victorious story. Ulysses
describes to Emma how, when
the leader of the climbing party
reached the summit, he dropped
his gloves and watched them fall
down the slope. On the descent,
he developed hypothermia and
lost his hands.
“This one thing he’s done has
ruined him,” he said. This might
explain why he likes to watch
mountain climbers fail.
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Baltimore provides a nuanced treatment of discrimination
The production will replace The Good Samaritan as the spring semester’s mainstage show.
ULYSSES YARBER
STAFF WRITER

As the actors made final
notes in their scripts and
gathered their costumes,
Jonathan
Tazewell
’84,
Thomas S. Turgeon professor
of drama, chatted with the
crew about the show, K-pop
and comps. Tazewell is
both directing and acting
in Baltimore by Kirsten
Greenidge, and
this was
their first dress rehearsal of
the Kenyon Department of
Dance, Drama and Film’s
staged reading. For a first
rehearsal, everyone seemed
collected, ready to transport
the audience to a setting and
situation familiar to the Hill.
Baltimore focuses on the
aftermath of racist graffiti
on a college campus, following the reactions of the student body and administrators as they grapple with the
implications of the event. The
production hopes to both respond to the racial aggressions that have come to light
on campus, and to replace
the production of The Good
Samaritan by James Michael
Playwright-in-Residence and
Professor of Drama Wendy
Macleod ’81, according to

an email sent to the student
body by Tazewell. The Good
Samaritan which was canceled due to multiple insensitivities, particularly its use of
stereotypes of Latinx people.
This sudden change in
the theater season gave little
time for the ten actors and
two crew members to prepare
for a performance, with only
three weeks, not including
spring break. Full production
usually requires months. But
as the actors took the stage,
it was impossible to tell the
group had not been alloted
the usual preparation: The
performance was poignant,
and the message powerful.
The absence of scenery or
staging took nothing from
the emotion and depth of the
story, which is mostly built
through conversations as the
characters explore when humor turns to hate; how our
generation defines race and
its history; and who holds
responsibility for addressing
bigotry, especially in small
communities. Afterward, Associate Provost for Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion and Professor of English Ted Mason,
Associate Professor of English Ivonne García, Deputy
Title IX/Civil Rights Coor-

KIM DAVIDSON

Baltimore will be performed on Friday, April 6 and Saturday, April 7 at 8 p.m. at the Bolton Theater.

dinator Linda Smolak, Civil
Rights/Title IX Coordinator
Samantha Hughes, Tazewell
and other members of the
cast will hold a discussion to
address these issues.
Tazewell, who had considered bringing Baltimore to
Kenyon for some time, knew
this was the perfect moment to produce the play. “I
felt very strongly, and so did
some of my other colleagues,
that we needed to say something, that we needed to make
a statement about how we felt

about what was happening,”
Tazewell said. “We needed
to respond to the community, to the pain that we feel
and felt … and we needed to
be able to continue the dialogue with the community.”
Tazewell hopes that this production will give courage to
those who need to express
their pain, and to make every
member of the Kenyon community aware that we are all
responsible and complicit in
causing the pain of marginalized individuals.

“We have to have these
dialogues, we have to understand why we might have hurt
someone we didn’t intend to
hurt, we have to respond
when people ask us for help
and not hide from our human
responsibility — not just our
official responsibility — but
our human responsibility,” he
said.
Baltimore will be read on
Friday, April 6, and Saturday,
April 7, at 8 p.m. at the Bolton
Theater.

BFEC exhibition contrasts the works of local wood carvers
Carvings and sculptures by Virginia Birchfield and Todd Celmar are on display until June 7.
DYLAN MANNING
STAFF WRITER

Though rarely a site for art
exhibitions, the Brown Family
Environmental Center (BFEC)
is the perfect gallery to host
two innovative wood carvers
and sculptors.
On March 31 at the BFEC,
students
and
community
members visited an art exhibition featuring two artists,
Virginia Birchfield and Todd
Celmar. The exhibition, “Contrast and Relief: Two Perspectives on Expression through
Wood,”
featured
various
wooden sculptures and furniture created by both artists.
While Birchfield and Celmar
had met only a few weeks before the showcase of their art,
their work was complementary and the exhibition itself cohesive, as if there had been a
single creative director behind
the exhibition.
Birchfield started working
with wood while in college at
the Columbus College of Art
& Design. Although she was
initially interested in interior
design, as she took classes in
sculpture and furniture mak-

ing. She discovered a passion
for the more creative work of
wood sculpture and she graduated from college on the
cusp of the 2008 recession and
found that larger architectural
firms had stopped hiring new
architects. Without access to a
traditional job, she focused on
sculpting, learning from trial
and error. Through her minimalistic wall sculptures and
large, sturdy benches, Birchfield strives to expose different layer of wood by stripping
away the bark to reveal the
different layers of wod underneath.
“I was trying to show the
different stages of deterioration and the things that happen inside the wood that no
one gets to see or appreciate very much,” she said. Her
pieces contrast the layers beneath the wood with the outer
bark that is usually the only
part of a tree that people see.
Todd Celmar, had a different artistic trajectory. Celmar
has only worked with wood for
a year, even though he comes
from a family of woodcarvers.
His was inspired by this family tradition. His pieces are

smaller in scale than Birchfield’s, shwcasing patterns
with a deft subtlety. He also
incorporates little details into
his work that are ref lective
of the natural world, picking
up aspects of nature that often go unnoticed and weaving
them into his work. “One of
my pieces is like a river valley,
like a topographic map,” Celmar said.
Celmar is also a musician
who plays drums in the Kenyon Symphonic Wind Ensemble. He said he has found
similarities between his two
art forms, referring to his
great uncle Roy as a role model who was able to explore the
similarity between the two art
forms. “[He] had a bold big
statement theme, a big shape,
and then worked that shape in
different permutations in his
work.”
Both Birchfield and Celmar showcase wood in an unexpected state that showcases
its inherent beauty. The subtle
variations of their work, although they differ greatly in
terms of style, demonstrate
the inherent beauty of natural
materials.

ZACH HOLLANDER

The exhibition features sculptures and carvings from local artists.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Comps can detract
from post-grad prep
The senior exercise: ever-looming and inescapable for
Kenyon students. The fourth-year ordeal better known
as comps is often misunderstood by friends and family
beyond the Hill — but is perhaps just as often misunderstood by those on campus.
What is the purpose of a senior exercise? It’s difficult to
know, since there does not appear to be a comprehensive
definition of the concept on Kenyon’s website. A Google
search reveals departmental definitions but no cohesive
explanation.
Comps come at a critical time in a senior’s academic
career. We are preparing to leave the space we’ve carved
out for ourselves on campus and enter jobs or graduate
programs. Comps preparation detracts from the time
necessary to secure those jobs and programs. Not to mention the fact that regular course loads continue — and
sometimes even amplify — during senior year. If a student’s comps come on either end of a school break, they’ll
have more time to study, but will often spend the entirety
of that break preparing for the exam, paper or presentation. Their other responsibilities will fall by the wayside.
It’s true that for some majors, comps can be productive and educational. Writing a thesis or completing some
other project that explores a topic in depth can develop a
student’s expertise in their area of study, and provide them
with a springboard for their future academic pursuits.
But sometimes it is only the honors curriculum in a
major that provides this opportunity. In the economics
department, majors must pass two exams in the spring
semester; honors students must do this alongside a thesis
and an oral defense. Are two exams a sufficient capstone
for the non-honors econ major? Depends who you ask,
but students should not have to take on the weightly load
of honors to do something that inspires them to pursue
their own interests.
Our own experience with English comps did not feel
productive. We took an exam based on a list of texts we
were given in the second semester of our first year on campus. While it’s true that the papers we’ve written in our
senior seminars have felt expansive for some, we weren’t
sure why being able to rattle off the dates of publication
for The Portrait of a Lady and Beowulf for the exam made
sense. Waking up that Saturday morning was a highly
anxiety-inducing experience which we feel did not inspire
a lot of creativity, but rather forced us to cram in a great
deal of extraneous information for a five-hour test.
As we consider changes to the curriculum, it seems
that one of the reasons why we won’t change is because
some things have “always been this way.” This bureaucratic stasis is not helping our graduates be prepared for life
off the Hill, an essential component of a successful senior
year. We’re encouraged that the sociology department has
decided to reform comps to something that seems to be
more grounded in a student’s lived experience, and we
hope that other departments will follow suit.
The staff editorial was written this week by editor-inchief Gabrielle Healy ’18 and managing editor Lauren
Eller ’18. You can contact them at healyg@kenyon.edu
and ellerl@kenyon.edu, respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members of the
community to discuss issues relevant to the campus
and the world at large. The opinions expressed on
this page belong only to the writer. Columns and
letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of
the Collegian staff. All members of the community
are welcome to express opinions through a letter to
the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all
letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian
cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer.
Letters must also be received no later than the
Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian
prints as many letters as possible each week subject
to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of
the editorial board reserve the right to reject any
submission. The views expressed in the paper do not
necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.

AMELIA MOTT | COLLEGIAN

Conservative publication helps fuel divide
JAKE BARNETT
CONTRIBUTOR

Kenyon’s problem of
dealing with conservative
voices has reared its head
again in light of the publication of the first issue
of the Campus Constitutional.
The discussion of the
publication’s
content
quickly became less about
what was said and more
about who said it. Attaching one’s political views to
daily interactions increases the cost a student faces for dissenting against
campus norms.
If a reader disagrees
with me, the first thing
they do should not be to
look me up on Facebook so
that they can point me out
to their friends next time
they see me in Peirce as
“that guy who wrote about
conservative voices in the
Collegian.” They should
email me challenging my
view.
Given that most Kenyon students align politically left, myself included,
those whose views differ
are faced with a choice:
tell their friends they voted for Donald Trump and
explain why, or suppress
their political feelings for

fear of social retribution.
The social pressures
that cause the suppression
of conservative voices is
not a new problem, but it
is an important one.How
can Kenyon embrace the
concept of a liberal arts
education yet continually
shun conservative voices
into silence?
The crux of the problem at Kenyon is that
conservative students are
hesitant to make points in
forums because they are
cognizant that there will
be a personal backlash
against them due to the
nature of their opinion.
Furthermore, they know
that very few students will
constructively engage in
response.
The Campus Constitutional seemingly has the
potential to help empower conservative voices on
this campus as a forum in
which students who hold
minority views can articulate what they feel and
why. Yet if it only serves to
further the divide, I would
not feel compelled to write
this piece.
The Campus Constitutional squanders a prime
opportunity to start a legitimate dialogue about

what it is like to be a conservative at Kenyon by
seemingly
intentionally
provoking students who
disagree. An example is
the use of the headline
“Male Privilege Does Not
Exist And It’s A Dangerous Concept To Believe
In.” Without even beginning to read the article a
student who disagrees will
feel attacked. This does
not promote intellectual
debate. Rhetoric like this
only drives people further
apart.
This is not a Kenyonspecific problem. Kenyon
is a microcosm of a national trend. How can our
democracy function when
people feel that they cannot socially interact with a
supporter of an opposing
party?
So what do we about
this at Kenyon? The solution is twofold: First, we
should work to foster an
intellectual environment
in which conservative
voices feel they can raise
legitimate points without
fear of social exclusion,
and second, all debates
should be grounded in a
mutual respect; this cannot be achieved in a piece
that has the sole purpose

of angering those who disagree.
I am sick and tired of
overhearing “they are
nice, but they voted for
Trump so I would not want
to hang out with them” in
passing. As a community,
we should challenge ourselves to be better. People
with all viewpoints should
feel empowered to respectfully voice their opinions without fear of being
judged.
The authors of Campus
Constitutional write that
“despite the inauthentic
‘calls’ for conservatives to
speak there is no climate
welcome to our views.”
Even though I disagree
with the vast majority of
what they wrote, I agree
with that.
I hope our community can agree to welcome
conservative views not as
a personal affront but as
an intellectual challenge.
Only by doing this can we
begin to heal an ideologically fractured community.
Jake Barnett ’20 is a political science and economics major from McLean, Va.
You can reach him at barnett1@kenyon.edu.
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America’s right to bear arms carries a racist double standard
The Second Amendment carries different implications for people of color in this country.
JESSIE GOROVITZ
CONTRIBUTOR

The first protest I participated in was after Officer Darren Wilson shot
and killed Michael Brown in
2014. Students from my high
school organized a walkout
to protest police brutality and
violence in black communities. Over 3,000 students left
school during sixth period
for a rally in front of the police station and a march.
My teacher held a teach-in
during the class period that
day, and I decided to attend
to learn more about the history of police brutality and racialized violence in America.
That was the first time I considered the racist history of
gun violence and ownership
in our country. The event
changed my approach to the
issue.
When addressing gun violence, it is paramount to
consider its impact outside
of school shootings. The implications of gun violence are
particularly severe for communities of color because of
the racist history of gun violence and gun ownership in

our country.
people used guns to enforce
White people in America a system of oppression that
have created a double stan- maintained their power and
dard that has existed since control over black people afthe founding of our country. ter the end of slavery. In the
This double standard encour- South, this took the form of
ages white people to pur- extrajudicial mob violence.
chase, own and use firearms Because white people perpublicly, yet penalizes black ceived black people, particupeople with death for the larly black men, as a threat,
mere possibility of exercising they used extrajudicial lynchthat same right.
ings to enforce the existing
While the Second Amend- social hierarchy. Outside of
ment technically grants all the South, police terrorized
Americans the right to keep black communities, and beatand bear arms, the penalty ings were common in the stablack men face for the per- tion house and on the streets.
ception of owning or carryWhite people continue to
ing a gun is death.
fight for their own right to
Allan
own
guns
Ballard ’52,
The very defini- but penalone of the
ize the black
tion of patriofirst black
community
students to tism is unequally applied for their use
to black and white com- of that same
graduate
from Ken- munities.
right.
yon, wrote
The very
in his book
definition of
One
More
patriotism
Day’s Journey about the vio- and gun ownership is unlence black communities ex- equally applied to black and
perienced in the North and white communities.
South after the Civil War. In
In his speech The Ballot or
both regions, black commu- the Bullet, Malcolm X called
nities experienced high levels for black people to arm themof violence and terror. White selves if the government con-

“

tinued to fail to protect their own freedom. It is time for us
rights. He was labeled a do- to stop pretending that gun
mestic terrorist. Wayne LaPi- rights apply universally in
erre, the head of the National this country.
Rif le Association, frequently
The so-called rights that
calls on members of his or- guarantee life, liberty and
ganization to do the same the pursuit of happiness to
thing. He is labeled a patriot all men have never truly apby President
plied to all
Trump.
men.
The
For too long,
One
so-called
white comanonymous
rights promunities
have ignored
freed slave
tected
by
argued in a the historical context of
our Consti1789 speech their own freedom.
tution, like
that the dethe right to
humankeep
and
ization
of
bear arms,
black people allowed white have not been universally
people to justify their poor protected or applied.
treatment, despite their proBlack people are not givclaimed commitment to lib- en these rights, and their aterty.
tempts to realize them freBoth well-regulated lo- quently result in their death.
cal militias of old, stateAs citizens of this country,
sanctioned police forces and it is time for us to not only say
unregulated
paramilitary #NeverAgain or #EnoughIsEorganizations, like the Ku nough to school shootings,
Klux Klan or neighborhood but to say it for police brutalwatchmen, have brutalized ity and racialized violence as
and dehumanized black bod- well.
ies in this country since before its conception.
Jessie Gorovitz is a political
For too long, white com- science major from Berkeley,
munities have ignored the Calif. You can contact her at
historical context of their gorovitzj@kenyon.edu
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Protests are valuable but political change comes at the polls
Kenyon students should prioritze more than just performative forms of political activism.
Rif le Association (NRA) silence the conversation without a single adjustment made.
On Friday, April 20 at 10
The NRA’s most powerful
a.m., Kenyon students will weapon against policy makparticipate in our own walk- ers and the friends and famout organized by Kenyon Stu- ily of mass shooting victims
dents for Gun Sense in an ef- is the Second Amendment.
fort to pressure legislators to
In light of the most recent
pass gun control laws. I am shooting at Marjory Stonenot against
man Dougthis organilas
High
Everyone
zation’s
efSchool
wants to be an in
forts, because
Parkpeaceful pro- activist when there is an land, Fla.,
test is a nec- audience, but nobody
there has
essary
part wants to do the work
been greatof any social
er
presof calling or writing to
justice movesure
for
Ohio lawmakers.
ment.
gun conI am, howtrol. High
ever, disappointed in the per- school students are hosting
formative nature of the event. walkouts all over the country,
Everyone wants to be an ac- and supporters of new gun
tivist when there is an audi- laws are marching through
ence, but nobody wants to do major cities.
the work of calling or writing
On social media, it is comto Ohio lawmakers.
mon for social justice moveWith each new mass or ments to become hashtags,
school shooting that gets na- often gaining media attention
tional attention, the debate before fading into distant
over gun control resurfaces memory as new, more trendy
momentarily, before the lob- movements arise.
bying powers of the National
The term “slacktivism”
ELIZABETH IDUMA
COLUMNIST

“

is used to identify the act Rob Portman … know that
of posting hashtags, such we will not stand for these
as #BlackLivesMatter and atrocities to continue.” While
#TimesUp, as though this is walkouts have been imporan effective form of activism. tant and necessary forms of
Slacktivism is a hole I fear protest in our nation’s hiswe are sliding into, especially tory, standing outside for 17
in the case of #EnoughIsE- minutes on a Friday mornnough in our fight for more ing is maybe one step up from
gun restrictions.
posting political opinions on
We cannot hope to end social media.
mass shootings with a hashtag
Protesting now is nothand we cannot hope to intim- ing compared to protesting
idate legislators if we are too during the civil rights movebusy tweeting to show up at ment: Every student at Kenlocal elections.
yon knows they will not be
While peaceful protests threatened by police if they
like walkouts are necessary participate in that walkout,
when trying to raise aware- just as every student and facness about
ulty memissues that
Marching, walk- ber who
deserve nawent
to
outs and other
tional disthe March
forms of protest are a
cussion,
for
Our
they are not step in the right direction, Lives was
enough
to but we are more than one fairly cerenact
real
tain they
step away from our goal.
change.
would not
Accordface tear
ing to the Facebook invite gas and night sticks the way
sent out by Kenyon Students those who marched from Selfor Gun Sense, the purpose of ma to Montgomery in 1965
the walkout is to let “our rep- did.
resentatives Bob Gibbs and
Marching, walkouts and

“

other forms of protest are a
step in the right direction,
but we are more than one step
away from our goal.
There is an upcoming election in Ohio on May 8, but
the deadline to register to
vote is April 9. Information
about the candidates’ positions on gun restriction laws
and whether or not they are
a member of, or receive funding from, the NRA can be
found online in the same
amount of time it takes to
compose a tweet.
In a state like Ohio, the image of privileged liberal arts
students protesting from the
comfort of their campus will
not be enough to pass legislation.
Legislation that restricts
gun ownership and saves
lives is in the hands of our
lawmakers. But the choice of
who to put in office, who is
allowed to make these decisions, is in our hands.
Elizabeth Iduma ’20 is a
film major from Silver Spring,
Md. You can contact her at
iduma1@kenyon.edu.

Thursday, April 5

SPORTS

kenyoncollegian.com

11

Spring break not true vacation for in-season student athletes
The College spends around $1,000 per athlete to send teams to Florida and North Carolina.
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

ence opponents, these trips also give
some athletes a chance at more playDuring the first two weeks of
ing time than they would normally
March, many of the in-season Lords
get. However, these trips can get pricand Ladies did not return home. Iney, as the College spends about $1,000
stead, they either traveled south or
per student athlete on these trips.
stayed on campus to continue their
For baseball and softball, it is necseason. The baseball, softball and
essary to fit in around 40 games per
tennis teams traveled to Florida while
season into a little more than a twothe golf and women’s lacrosse teams
month-long period. Unlike sports
traveled to Hilton Head, S.C. The
like lacrosse, which can be played
teams do not necin rougher weather,
essarily travel to
baseball and softball
I would hesitate are often rained out
the same location
calling them
every year.
because of the high
These
trips trips only because they
injury risk
when
are important for aren’t luxurious events.
playing on wet fields.
teams because it
Because of the pogives
teammates
tential for cancellaAmy Williams, Interim Direca chance to develtions due to weather,
tor of Athletics
op chemistry as a
it is important for the
team, play a numbaseball and softball
ber of games in a short time period
teams to fit in nearly half of their
and get away from the unpredictable
season total of games into their twoOhio weather. Because of the number
week trips to Florida.
of games played against non-confer“We are both blessed and cursed at

“

Kenyon by having a two-week spring
break,” Interim Director of Athletics
Amy Williams said. “It is a blessing
because even if we have games that
are rained out, we have already played
two full weeks’ worth of games over
spring break. But it’s a curse because
it costs so much for a team to travel
for two weeks. Students also miss out
on spring break and spending time at
home with their families.”
“The value we put on our spring
break trip is more than just adding
one or two events on the schedule,”
Sadiq Jiwa ’18, a senior on the golf
team, said. “Spring break gives us a
chance to really come together as a
team away from campus, and builds
the strength and camaraderie that
lasts for the rest of our time at Kenyon.”
The budget of each trip includes
travel, lodging and food and varies
per team. While teams like baseball
and softball travel to Florida and stay
there for most (and sometimes all) of

the two-week break, men’s lacrosse
takes shorter trips while remaining
based in Gambier for break.
The trips used to be fully funded
by the families of student athletes before it became an issue with National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) and North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) equity rules, according to Williams. Now, the Athletic Program takes the cost of these
trips with them when they plan the
budget with the expectation that the
coaches will help to increase the Kenyon fund by appealing to the parents
for donations.
“I would hesitate calling them trips
only because they aren’t luxurious
events,” Williams said. “It is not like
the teams are going on spring break.”
While some of their fellow classmates
also travel to warmer locations during Kenyon’s two-week break, the
College’s student athletes on spring
teams are just as busy, if not busier
than they are during the school year.

Softball starts NCAC season with
doubleheader split versus Oberlin

Ladies lacrosse extends
winning streak to seven

NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER

collected her eighth win of
the young season while lowering her overall earned run
average to 2.73.
In the victory, the Ladies’
lineup turned in a balanced
but measured performance.
Four different Ladies had
two or more hits. Grace Pilz
’19 hit her first home run of
the season while right fielder
Lauren Graf ’20 knocked in
two runs. Perhaps most impressive of all, the Ladies only
struck out twice in the game,
a low total for a seven-inning
game.
While the Ladies kept up
their strong offensive performance in the second game of
the double header, the pitching did not execute at the
same level that they did in
game one. After going the
full seven innings in game
one, Sweet pitched again in
game two, allowing four runs

while going just one-and-athird innings while relieving
Amanda Coyle ’18, who started the game and pitched just
a third of an inning.
Offensively, senior catcher Nicole Horita collected
three hits while fellow senior
Coyle knocked in three runs.
Despite the early struggles
of Coyle and Sweet on the
mound, the Ladies led 12-9
after five innings. The Yeowomen, however, crossed the
plate five times in the last two
innings, resulting in the final
score of 14-12.
On Saturday, the Ladies
will travel to Granville, Ohio
to take on Denison University in a doubleheader. Winning both would allow the
Ladies to set an early tone in
the NCAC standings and put
them in a strong starting position for the conference part
of their season.

among NCAC teams. The Ladies are ranked first in goals
per game with 17.5. This
KENYON
6
KENYON
18 is more than a goal ahead
OBERLIN
1
OWU
7 of the College of Wooster,
which stands in second with
OBERLIN
14
The Kenyon women’s la- 16 goals per game. Kenyon is
KENYON
12
crosse team earned their sev- also second best in shot conThe Ladies split the first
enth straight win this past version, as they have scored
two games of their North
Saturday, conquering the on over 50 (50.9) percent of
Coast Athletic Conference
Ohio Wesleyan University- their shots. The Ladies are
(NCAC) season in a doubleBattling Bishops 18-7.
tied for first with Wooster in
header against the Oberlin
With a current record of total team assists per game,
College Yeowomen on Satur8-2, the Ladies have already averaging 6.5.
day afternoon. After winning
surpassed their win total
Defensively, the Ladies
their season opener 6-1, the
from last season, when they have been the cream of the
Ladies were unable to comwent 7-9 overall, finishing crop thus far as they rank
plete the doubleheader, dropseventh in the North Coast second best in goals allowed
ping the second game 14-12
Athletic Conference (NCAC) per game with 9.4. The Ladies
in a close game dominated by
standings.
also ranks second in save perboth lineups.
Cassie
centage, toutKeely Sweet ’20 turned in a
Hudsoning a .466,
strong performance from the
Heck
’19
just a few
A number of
rubber in the first game, tosssnagged
points behind
women’s laing a complete game while
Kenyon’s
Oberlin Colstriking out five and allowing
first
two crosse alums are return- lege’s .497.
just the one earned run. Sweet
goals and ing to town to see us
Hopefully
finished
continuing
play our biggest rival,
with
a and I plan for us to put
their powerfour-goal,
ful
season,
up a fight.
three-asthe
Ladies
sist
perwill play one
Annie Hesse ’20
formance.
of the toughAvery
er conference
Morgan
opponents of
’20 racked up the most goals the year, the Denison Uniwith a total of seven, with versity Big Red at Kenyon’s
six of them unassisted. Julia Mavec Field this coming SatMahoney ’21 also contrib- urday, April 7.
uted in the win with 3 goals
“This game is going to be a
and Alexis Redford-Muang- fun yet important one,” AnMuang ’19 finished with an- nie Hesse ’20 said. “A number
other single goal.
of women’s lacrosse alums are
After the win, the Ladies returning to town to see us
play our biggest rival, and I
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS find themselves on top of
Grace Finn ’21 takes a cut. The Ladies split their NCAC doubleheader opener with one win and one loss. many statistical categories plan for us to put up a fight.”
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Ladies tennis extends record unbeaten streak to 12 matches
Kenyon, now 12-0, has won 74.3 percent of singles sets and 77.2 percent of doubles sets.
DYLAN GOODWIN
STAFF WRITER

KENYON
OWU
KENYON
SUNY-GENESEO

8
1
9
0

Ladies tennis maintained
their undefeated streak with
two wins at home over both
Ohio Wesleyan University
(OWU) and State University of
New York (SUNY) at Geneseo.
The Ladies beat the Battling
Bishops last Friday by a score
of 8-1 and beat SUNY-Geneseo by a score of 9-0. This was
the ninth and tenth time this
year that the Ladies have beaten a team by a score of at least
8-1.
The Ladies dominated the
doubles sets as Ceylan Can
’21 and Ilana Blackwood ’21
blanked OWU 8-0 at the No.
3 doubles match. Diana Aboubakare ’18 and Erika Oku ’21
teamed up as the No. 1 double
team and followed the lead of
Can and Blackwood by beating
their opponents 8-0 as well.
The Ladies swept the dou-

bles matchups, and rode this
momentum into the singles
matches.
Kenyon was off to a 3-0 lead
after the doubles portion. They
did not slow down, with junior
Annie Reiner leading off the
singles matches with a pair of
commanding 6-1 scores. However, the first years were back
to seal the deal against OWU
with Kayla Pukys ’21 and Can
winning each of their matches
in straight sets to earn the final two points. This was Can’s
first appearance in singles
play.
The Ladies were prepared
for the back-to-back games as
they trounced SUNY-Geneseo
by a score of 9-0. The Knights
stood no chance as they were
swept in doubles by the pairings of Aboubakare and Oku,
Grace Winslow ’18 and Maggie Sweeney ’19, and Can and
Blackwood. Each pairing beat
their opponent by a score of
8-0. The singles matches were
no different. Oku continued
her amazing season by improving to 12-0 after beating

her matchup in straight sets.
Sophomore Megan Collins
also made her first appearance
of the year and made the most
of it by causing past her opponent 6-0 and 6-2. Following
Sweeney’s impressive showing,
she was named NCAC player
of the week for the second time
this season.
After the defeat of an underwhelming SUNY-Geneseo,
the Ladies improved to 12-0
on the year and are currently
ranked No. 22 in the nation,
according to the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA)
poll released last Thursday.
The Ladies have already put
together an incredible year,
but they have the chance to
make it special with players
like four-time NCAC Player
of the Week, Aboubakare as
well as her 12-0 doubles partner, Oku. Oku, Pukys and Can
showed they are more than capable of performing at the collegiate level.
“Honestly, having the opportunity to practice with
good competition everyday has

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Diana Aboubakare gets set during Kenyon’s 9-0 win against SUNY.

helped my game tremendously,” Pukys said. “I believe that
it has strengthened our team’s
competitiveness as a whole and
has played a great part in our
success for the season thus far.
The Ladies have a chance to
prove that they belong at the
top with matches coming up
against No. 39-ranked Oberlin
Yeowomen on April 14 and the
No. 9-ranked Carnegie Mellon

Golf earns first place in snowy Pennsylvania
Kenyon earned four top-ten individual finishes at The Hershey Cup.
PETER DOLA
SPORTS EDITOR

With a snowstorm bearing down on
the Kenyon golf team at the Hershey
Cup, the Lords managed four top 10 individual finishes and a first-place team
finish as they scored an overall +15,
299. The tournament was cut short by
the early spring snowfall, which blanketed the course. With the win, the
Lords are now ranked 20th across Division III schools, according to Golfstat.
“This was a particularly difficult
golf course in the sense that not only
were we battling the conditions of sideways rain and gusting winds at times,
but also multiple elevation changes
and extremely undulating greens,”

Sadiq Jiwa ’18 said.
On the difficult par-71, 6,551-yard
course, Ryan Muthiora ’18 led the
Lords, shooting an even 71 in the tournament. Muthiora was the definition
of consistency, shooting par on 16 of
the 18 holes, while collecting only one
bogey on 11 coupled with a birdie on
12. Muthiora finished first in the individual leaderboard.
Lawrence Courtney ’21, Robert Williams ’19 and Jiwa all tied for ninth individually with a +5, 76.
“We made a game plan prioritizing hitting the golf ball below the hole
on our approach shots and lagging the
ball to within a foot on our putts,” Jiwa
said. “We decided that the team that
hit the most greens in regulation and
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The Kenyon golf team stands in inches of snow celebrating their first-place finish.

had the least amount of 3-5 foot tester
putts would win the tournament.”
Courtney continued his phenomenal spring play with a solid round at
the cup, hitting the ground running
with a birdie on the first hole. He finished the front nine +3 with two bogeys and one double bogey. In the back
nine, Courtney tallied five bogeys and
three birdies to end at +5 on the day.
After finishing the front nine even,
coupling two bogeys with two birdies,
Williams finished the back nine with a
birdie, four bogeys and one double bogey to finish +5.
Jiwa, like Muthiora, started on the
right foot, birdieing the first hole of
the tournament. In the front nine, he
would hit four bogeys and an additional birdie to finish +2 at the turn.
On the back nine, Jiwa hit five straight
pars but bogeyed three of the last four
to end the day +5.
Andrew Kotler ’21 also scored for
the Lords, shooting a +7, 78 on the day
to place him tied for 24th individually.
As a team, the Lords finished in the
top two in scoring for par-3, par-4 and
par-5 holes. The Lords averaged a tournament leading score of 3.35 (+7), 4.95
(-1) on all par-3 and par-5 holes on the
course. Their performance on par-5
holes separated them from the field of
15 teams, as the Lords average score of
-1 was two strokes better than the next
best team. On par-4 holes, the Lords
averaged a score 4.29 (+16).
While the Lords finished middle of
the pack in total pars with 48, they led
the tournament in birdies with 11. The

Tartans on April 15. However,
they also have an important
matchup in Madison, Wisconsin for the Midwest Invitational against the University
of Wisconsin-Whitewater this
weekend.
“I think our upcoming
matches will be challenging
and should be awesome matches that will for sure test our potential,” Aboubakare said.

THIS WEEK
IN KENYON
SPORTS
HISTORY

This week, in 1977, the
Kenyon sailing club
hosted its third annual spring regatta,
battling both heavy
winds and rain which
forced two boats to
overturn. Against
teams from four other
colleges (and Mother Nature), Kenyon
nabbed second place
in the “B” division.
next best team, Gettysburg College,
finished with eight.
The Lords have just one more tournament before the conference finals,
the Strimer Memorial tournament
hosted by Ohio Wesleyan University
at the Oakhaven Golf Club during the
April 21 weekend.
“We have a couple weeks off to really fine tune our games,” Jiwa said.
“We just have to keep pushing each
other to score better coming down the
stretch and be mentally and physically
ready to give it all at conferences.”

